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Summary —Significant correlations were found between reported free reading
and performance on a test of vocabulary knowledge in Spanish as a first language for
19 adults.

A number of studies have confirmed that free voluntary reading, or pleasure reading, is
an important source of literacy development (6). While there is abundant evidence in English
as a first and second language supporting this view, there is little research in other languages.
Lee and Krashen {6) confirmed a relationship berween pleasure reading and writing in Chinese
while two others report evidence that vocabulary growth occurs with reading French (5) and
Chinese (8). The goal of the present study was to confirm for Spanish whether those who read
more show more development of literacy, assessed specifically as the relationship berween free
voluntary reading and vocabulary.

Method—The 19 university students and clerical workers spoke Spanish as a first lan-
guage. Subjects lived in a medium-sized city in central Mexico.

Two measures of free reading were given. The Author Recognition Test (11), a simple
checklist method for measuring exposure to print, asks subjects whether they recognize the
names of authors in a list. For speakers of English, scores on the Author Recognition Test cor-
relate with measures of vocabulary (9, 10, 11), reading comprehension (3, 9), and spelling (4).
Scores also correlated with measures of the amount of reading done, with observed reading be-
havior (11), and with the amount of leisure reading subjects reported (1, 9, 12). Lee and
Krashen (6) reported a positive but modest relationship berween test scores and writing in Chi-
nese.

An Author Recognition Test was constructed using the names of 16 current Mexican
novelists not likely to have been encountered in assigned school reading, and nine invented
names. The reliability for this version of the Author Recognition Test was modest {(0=.61).

Subjects also completed a questionnaire about the amount of reading they did during ad-
olescence and their current free reading habits. They indicated how many books they had at
home. The vocabulary recognition test consisted of 16 real Spanish words, mixed with nine
false words (ot=.83). Both the Author Recognition Test and vocabulary test scores were cor-
rected for guessing, using the formula:

Proportion of Hits — Proportion of False Alarms = Adjusted Scores, as used by West and
Stanovich (1991), where a “hit” =real author or word checked, and a “false alarm” =foil
checked.

Results—Table 1 presents descriptive dara and intercorrelations among the variables.
Clearly, not the presence of books at home, but reading is associated with literacy, but the
presence of books may encourage reading (6) as illustrated. As expected, more books at home
is related to more reading, which is related to scores on the vocabulary test. Interestingly,

'Address enquiries to S. Krashen, 23852 Pacific Coast Highway 919, Malibu, CA 90265.
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Books in the Home > Free Reading > Vocabulary
r r
.58 Read in Adolescence 46
.49 Read Currently 35
55 Author Recognition Test 75

scores on the Author Recognition Test were more strongly correlated with vocabulary scores
than reported free voluntary reading.

TABLE 1
Means, StanDarRD DEviaTiONS, AND CORRELATIONS ON MEasures (N=19)
Measure M SD 1 2 3 4 5

1. Vocabulary, % 54.11 3071 756 460 35 73b
2. Author Recognition Test, % 20.94 15.65 44 34 55b
3. Reading Frequency (Teenage) 332 106 65> 58P

1=Not at all

5=Always
4. Reading Frequency (Current) 363 120 49

1=Not at all

5 =Frequent
5. Books in the Home 4.21 79

1=0

2=1-10

3=11-25

4=26-99

5=>99

ap<.05. Pp<.01 (one-tail).

The results of a simultaneous multiple regression analysis are presented in Table 2. Only
scores on the Author Recognition Test survived as a significant predictor of vocabulary scores,
a bertter predictor than free reading done in adolescence. In other words, when Author Recog-
nition Test performance is held constant, free reading does not predict vocabulary scores, but
when free reading is held constant, the Author Recognition Test remains a strong predictor.
Multiple regression analyses using current free reading produced similar results.

TABLE 2
MurripLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS
Predictor beta t
Author Recognition Test 674 3.73*
Reading/ Teenage 164 907

*p<.005. r2=.58; Adjusted r2=.53; F=11.02, p<.001.

In Table 3 correlations of scores on the Author Recognition Test with vocabulary and
free reading for several studies shows present subjects’ performance is very similar to previous
results using English.

For native speakers of Spanish, measures of free reading and vocabulary were correlated,
as previously observed for speakers of English. In addition, the Author Recognition Test seems
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TABLE 3

CorreLaTIONS FOrR Scores oN AuTHOR ReEcoeniTiON TEST
With VocasuLary aND FRee VoLunTary READING

Study Free Reading Vocabulary
Rodrigo, ez al. 34/.44 75
Allen, et al. 52
West, et al. .62
Stanovich & West 38
Stanovich, et al. (Subjects’ M age=79.9) 34 50
Stanovich, et al. (Subjects’ M age=19.1) 46 .63

useful in probing free reading as scores were positively correlated with subjects’ reports of free
voluntary reading, and magnitudes were similar to those previously reported for native speakers
of English. The consistent performance on the Author Recognition Test suggests the test may
measure what people read rather than how much.
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